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General Course Description:

Honors Chemistry is a one year course designed to prepare students for work they will encounter in college programs related to the sciences and engineering and to prepare students for IB Chemistry SL & HL and AP Chemistry. This course covers a greater depth and breadth of material and moves at a faster pace than the CP Chemistry class.  

Honors Chemistry introduces higher level thinking problems that require quantitative measurements on complex chemical systems and statistical treatment of data. Students will be required to spend 20 - 25% of instruction in laboratory experiences and activities throughout the year.  

Lab experiences and activities include opportunities for students to interact directly with the material world using the tools, data collection techniques, models and theories of science that is required by NGSS. The following lab format will be used to meet the NGSS performance expectations for physical science. This lab format includes identification of the task and the guiding question, designing a method and collecting data, data analysis and development of an argument, group discussion that shares, evaluates, and revises arguments, explicit and reflective discussion, writing the investigation report, group peer review, and revision and submission of the investigation report. 
Course Objective Goals:

By the completion of this course, the successful Honors Chemistry student will be able to:

1. Develop and use models, plan and conduct investigations, analyze and interpret data, use mathematical and computational thinking, and construct explanations..

2. Work cooperatively in groups and sometimes take leadership roles.

3. Learn to plan long range projects and bring them to completion.

4. Learn to take notes from lectures, films, and readings and use these notes to analyze and synthesize information for lab analysis, tests, in class discussion and projects.

5. Understand and utilize engineering practices including design and evaluation.     

6. Realize the important roles that chemistry plays in all aspects of life.

7. Use chemistry knowledge to think through and make informed decisions about issues involving science and technology.

8. Develop a life long awareness of the potential and limitations of science and technology.

Required Text and Materials:

Text: Prentice Hall Chemistry, by Wilbraham, Staley, Matta, and Waterman, Published in 2005 by Pearson Prentice Hall Publishing
Materials:

Students will need the following items for class.  If you are unable to purchase these supplies, please see me before or after class.

· 1 large 3 ring binder (2-3 inches)

· 1 pack of dividers labeled: Warm Ups, Class-notes, Reading/Video Summaries, Homework, Tests, Formative Assessments,  and Reference Handouts

· Lined college rule paper

· Pen & pencils

· 1 composition notebook for lab reports graphing paper
· Scientific Calculator

Grading Policies:

Grade Scale:

Percent

Grade

Percent

Grade

100-93

A

77.9-73

C

92.9-90

A-

72.9-70

C-

89.9-88

B+

69.9-68

D+

87.9-83

B

67.9-63

D

82.9-80

B-

62.9-60

D-

79.9-78

C

Below 59.9
F

Grade Breakdown (Academic):

Activity



Percent of Grade

Homework & Participation

25%

Labs & Projects



25%

Exams




50%

Classroom Policies:

Class Rules:

1. Be on time for class and come with all of your own materials.  The bell starts the class, I dismiss the class.

2. No electronic devices out or being used at any time.  I will take any devices I see.
3. Follow all lab safety rules.
4. No food or drink in the classroom or in the lab.  Water is OK in the classroom.
5. Do not talk to anyone while another student or the teacher is talking.  
6. You must participate during class.  
Absentee/Late/Missing Work:

· Late work will not be accepted unless cleared with the teacher.
· For excused non-school related absences all exams and quizzes must be made up during the posted make up times before or after school.  Homework must be made up within the same amount of days a student was absent.  Labs must be made up during the lab make up times before or after school. 
· For school related absences, students must turn in all assignments and make-up any missed tests or labs on the day they return to class.   
· Students are responsible for getting notes/activities for any missed days.
Tardy Policy:

The school wide tardy policy will be enforced.  In addition, for every unexcused tardy you will lose citizenship and homework points for that day.  If you come in late, you are expected to make a quiet entrance.  
Academic Honesty Policy
You and your parents will be required to sign an academic honesty policy.  Any violation of this policy will result in consequences that may include but not be limited to grade reduction, notification of parents/guardians, and documentation filed with district administration. 

Study Clinics:

Monday-Friday 




7:00AM – 8:00 AM

Posted Weekly




3:15PM – 4:30PM
Contact Information:

Email:  

cturner@cuhsd.net
Website: 
www.turnersclassofscience.weebly.com
To the parents of my students:

The following can be done at home to insure your student is successful and passes this class:

1. Contact me via email if you have any questions or concerns.  

2.  Please make sure your student brings the necessary materials to class.          

 It is very difficult to write class notes without pencil and paper. 

3.  Generally, your student will have homework every night.  Homework is a necessary part of his/her      learning the content.  It is called practice.  Ask your student every night to show you his/her homework assignment.  Make sure your student has done the required assignment.  FYI – No, he/she did not have time to do it in class. 

4. I will have grades posted on a weekly basis in Aeries. Keep up with what grades they are getting from the first week of school.  This is one place where surprises are not welcome!

5. Take an obsessive interest in your student’s school life.  They will thank you for the attention later.  











Mrs. Turner

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Tear off Here, Sign and Date, Have Your Student Return This Section to Class Honors Chemistry

I (print student’s name) 





 have reviewed the Syllabus, Policies & Procedures, and Parent Letter with my parent.  

Comments: 












































STUDENT SIGNATURE:






DATE:





PARENT SIGNATURE:







DATE:
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